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For more information, Sustainable Cities Strategic Review:
http://www.crcresearch.org/sustainable-cities-strategic-review-e-dialogue

Sustainable Cities

-a joint partnership between SSG,ww¦Ωǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƘŀƛǊΣ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
Regional District, and the City of Calgary

-Advisory Team included city officials from the following cities and districts:

Capital Regional District, City of Victoria, City of Vancouver, City of Richmond, District 
of North Vancouver, City of Nelson, City of Calgary, City of Edmonton, City of 
Saskatchewan, City of Winnipeg, City of Ottawa, City of Toronto, City of Montreal, City 
of Moncton, City of Halifax, City of Whitehorse, City of Yellowknife as well as 
representatives from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 
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The Process

-e-Dialogue #1: Work with advisory team to identify key barriers 
facing Canadian municipalities (i.e. political, social, economic, 
governance or other).

a scan of international best practices was then completed and 
sent to the advisory committee for review 
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PRELIMINARY SCAN

CITIES INCLUDED:

ÅCopenhagen
ÅFreiburg
ÅSydney
ÅMalmö 
ÅVaxjo
ÅSao Paulo
ÅSan Francisco
ÅPortland



SUSTAINABLE CITIES.  JANUARY 2011   SUSTAINABILITYSOLUTIONS.CA

CASE STUDIES

-e-Dialogue #2: Dialogue around relevancy of best practices 
outlined in the preliminary scan (to Canadian municipalities). 
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SUSTAINABLE CITIES

SELECTED CITIES FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION

1.Copenhagen
2.Sydney
3.Portland
4.London
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KEY BARRIERS

Key barriers highlighted by Canadian Municipalities:

1.  Silos
2.  Capacity
3.  Inertia
4.  Leadership 
5.  Knowledge
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KEY FINDINGS
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KEY FINDINGS

Source: http://sustainablecities.dk, the Green Lighthouse, University of Copenhagen

http://sustainablecities.dk
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KEY FINDINGS
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF COPENHAGEN

Source: http://elevenbikes.com

ÅExtensive planning processes 
4-year cycles / 12-year horizons

ÅAim to be the first carbon 
neutral capital by 2025

ÅWind co-ops
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF COPENHAGEN

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŜŎƻŦǊƛŜƴŘΦƻǊƎ ά¢ƘŜ {ƪȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜέ

ÅThe Integrated District Heating Network

ÅInvestment in cycling infrastructure

ÅWaste incineration for heat has decreased 
waste and provided a local source of energy

ÅConcentrating urban growth around 
transportation routes
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF SYDNEY

Source: http://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Å70 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissionsby 2030

Å12,000 people provided input

Å25-ол҈ ƻŦ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 
energy
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF SYDNEY

Source: http://www.room-e.com.au/

ÅCommunity Indicator Framework

ÅBuilding a 200 kilometre bike network

ÅIncreasing creative expression
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF LONDON

ÅComprehensive mitigation and adaption plan

ÅReduce emissions by 60% from 1990 
levels by 2025 & by 80% by 2050 

ÅRE:NEW Program, retrofit 1.2 million homes by 2015

ÅRE:FIT Program, retrofit public sector buildings

ÅZero waste to landfill by 2031 
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF LONDON

Source: http://www.london21.org/

ÅIntroduce 100,000 electric vehicles

ÅBarclays Cycle Hire Scheme 

ÅEliminate homelessness by 2012 

Å13,200 more affordable homes per year 
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF PORTLAND

Source: http://greenplaybook.org

ÅReduce carbon emissions to 
80% below 1990 levels by 2050 

Å90% of Portland residents using 
bicycles for shorts trips by 2030 

Åάнл-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘέ

ÅGreen storm water management plan
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CASE STUDIES

CITY OF PORTLAND

Source: http://www.teufellandscape.com

ÅGreen street initiative manages storm
Water (900 streets completed, 900 more)

Å43 acres of ecoroofs & plant 80,000 new trees by 2012  

ÅGreen building policy for city buildings

ÅFive-year strategy to end homelessness  
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Source: Bailie and Beckstead, 2010

Continuing to foster a national and international 
dialogue around best practices

NEXT STEPS


